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Previous surveys on the subject carried out at this Institute 
had furn i shed so me in di ca tions con ce rn i ng the trend o f those 
zootechnical variables which simplify the relationship between 
weight loss and carcass yield in the presence of stress agents 
(Luzi et Al., 1990}. 
The res u 1 t o f the exam i ned samp l i ng i s tha t trans.po rt l ength 
demonstrates a remarkable influence on weight loss (p<= 0,01}. 
T and RH exhibit a less significant influence (p(: 0,05) and 
that km and season exhibit no influence at all on the weight 
loss. 
The carcass yield does not seem to be affected by the 
considered parameters {Table 1}. 
The reported figures (n. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5} allow some general 
remarks to be made. Moreover, it is to be remembered that the 
test was made in a continental climate with no extreme values 
of resulting T during the analysed period. 
The weight loss points out a negati ve trend wi th an increase 
of T, transport time, distance and low RH values. 
If we go into detail, night temperature above 18 - 20 C, RH of 
about 70 - 75 %, transport time above 4 hours and distances 
above 100 km are the critica! points. 
As we have already remarked, the carcass yield shows a non
statistically-significant floating trend when compared with 
all considered variables. 
According to the theory of severa! authors (Verita', 1980, 
1982; Zaragoza et Al., 1985, 1986} we can therefore assert, 
that in i ts various components, transport represents a factor 
of negative determinism for productive efficiency; in fact, 
weight loss at slaughter can even be above 4%. 
Carcass yield is not s~bstantially influenced by the analysed 
stress parameters. 
The results of this research focus on the significance of 
careful planning for rabbit transport, with travel 
characteristics (km and length time) and more favourable hours 
concerning transport in different seasons taken into account. 
Finally, these results suggest the following two lines of 
research for the future: 
a} identification and biological quantification of the 

stress agent; 
b) a qualitative evaluation of the carcass. 

760 

Proceedings 5th World Rabbit Congress, 25-30 July 1992, Corvallis – USA, 758-765.



R ..  . ..e... r .. e. . .n..c .. e..$. 

Adams C. E. et al. : "Appl. Anim. Ethol." 
Abstr., {1980). 

Ashby B.H. et al.: "Trans ASAE" 2_3_, 1, 162-164, 

C.E.C.: "Agriculture" (1984). 

Coppings R.J. et al.: "J. Anim. Sci." 6 .. 7.., 872-880 

Craig J.V.: "Prentice-Hall", USA, (1981). 

6.. ' 

... .. 
390-392, 

(1980). 

(1989). 

E.C.O.P.E.A.: "2nd Europ. Confer. on the Protection of 
Farm Animals" Strasburgo (1982). 

Finzi A. et al.: Proc. II World's Rabbit Congr. l, 410, 
(1980). 

Galassi D.: "Riv. Conigl." i, 25-28 (1985). 

Hails M.R.: "Anim. Regul. Stud." 1, 289-343 (1978). 

Jolley D. P.: "Appl. Anim. Behav. Sci." .2..6., 119-134 (1990). 

Lebas F.: "C. R. Seances Acad. Agric. Fr." .2..2., 1007-1010 
(1969). 

Luzi F. et al.: "Riv. di Conigl." .6.., 37-40(1990) 

Masoero G.: "Rabbit production systems including welfare" 
3-19 (1987); 

Moss R.: "E. Nijhoff Publ., The Hague" (1982). 

Purdue D.: "M.éc. Thesis"- University of Bristol {1984). 

SAS/Stat Guide for Personal Computers, {1987}. 

Universita' di Perugia 
(6-8 novembre 1990). 

Dip. di Chimica: "Atti SASCIA" 

Verde M.T. et al.: "J. of Rab. Res." i, 
(1986). 

Verga M.: "Atti AATA" Amsterdam, (macgio 1988). 

(4)' 181-185 

Verga M. et al.: "Rabbit production 
welfare" 231-243 (1987) . 

sys tems in el uding 

. V e r i t a p. : "R i V • e o n i g l. " .9.' 2 5 - 2 8 ( 1 9 8 2 ) • 

Verita P. et al.: "Riv. Conigl." .9., 43-45 (1982). 

761 

References 
REFERENCES 

Proceedings 5th World Rabbit Congress, 25-30 July 1992, Corvallis – USA, 758-765.










