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Introduction and Backgromd 

In West Africa rabbi ts are kept since the colonial era and rabbi t production 

is Pr<:liiiOted in severa! countries. In 1981 the Goven.mt of Burkina Faso ( the 

former Upper Volta) in cooperation with the Govei'DIIell.t of the Federal Re

public of Germany (GTZ) started a project to pra.>te rabbit production in 

Bobo-Dioulasso. Bobo is a town wi th 290.000 inhabi tants in the south-west of 

Burkina Faso. 

'lhe aims of the Rabbi t Project are 

- improvement of provision of the population wi th aniJial protein 
- generation of incalle by selling the surplus rabbi t production 
- genetic i.Jiprovement of the local rabbit population 
- utilization of agricul tural and agro industrial wastes and by-

.products 
- utilization of labour capaci ties 
- promotion of local crafts by construction of rabbi t houses and 

IIIIBilufacture of rabbi t equi¡:ent 

A breeding station was set up. 'lhe new rabbit stock rapidly spread beyond the 

Bobo region and was exported to other pa.rts of Burkina Faso and the Ivory 

Coast. An attached extension service waa organized which advises the 

producers on management techirl.ques. In 1984 the project assisted rabbi t 

producers of Bobo in o:rganizing a producere' association which in 1986 

canprised 360 me:mbers. 
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In · order to assist in stabilizing the irregular outlet for rabbi ts and 

avoiding the prolonged feeding periods the Rabbi t Project started buying 

rabbits frcmt producers in 1982. 'lhe cash incaDe enabled producers to finance 

improvements in housing and equipnent. Prices paid by the Rabbit project kept 

pace wi th the price offered by i vorian merchants. 'lhey were almost stabile at 

1000 F CFA per kg liveweight between 1982 and 1984. Developuent of producer

and sales prices and nuaber of rabbits purchased are given in tsble 2. 

Table 2 ta.ber of Rabbi ts purcbaaed by tbe Rabbi t Project, Producer Prices 
and Sales Prioes Per kg Li veMeight ( 1983 . to 1986) 

Year 1983 1984 1985 1986 

Nu.ber n.a. n.a. 2460 2235 

kg Live- 787 4438 5880 5410 
weight 

Producer 1000 1000/900 1) 900 900/800 2) 
price 

Sales 1000 1000 1000 1000 
price 

1) lowered to 900 F CFA 1 Kg Li veweight in december 1984 
2) lowered to 800 F CFA 1 Kg Liveweight in october 1986 

Carcasses were sold to hotels and restaurants or ex:ported to Ivory coast, 

Starting in 1983 ~ demand of rabbit meat tended to decrease, mainly because 

of economic difficfJ.lties in the Ivory Coast and Burkina Faso. In the Ivory 
' Coast they were due to declining world ma.rket prices of cocoa and coffee. In 

Burkina Faso, salaries in the public and para-public sector were reduced, the 

per capi ta amount of cash and savings and therefore the spending power was 

lowered /13. !DIDE, 18.07 .84, 23.02.85 / STATISTISCHI!S IIJNDESAMT,1986 1. One 

third of the french expatriates living in Ivory Coast retun'led to France in 

1983/84 /~ ~,19.01.1983, 30.04.84 1 LE MONDE, 20.03.84 /. 

As a consequence the demand for ex;pensive fresh rabbit meat and the local 

ivorian rabbit production declined. 'Ibis situation was even 1110re severe 

because at the same time imported deep-frozen rabbi ts were available at lower 

prices and influenced the marketing for fresh rabbit meat negatively. 

For better understanding of rabbit production patterns, of productivity of 

rabbi ts uncler condi tions prevailing in Bobo, of source and prices of feeds 
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and of the use and marketing of rabbi ta a survey was done wi th produce,... 

assisted by the Rabbit Project's extension service. Preliminary resulta are 

reported in the present paper. 

Material and Method 

Between november 1985 and january 1987 a field survey was carried out in a 

S811Ple of 41 rabbit producing unita covered by the project's extensi<m service 

in Bobo Dioulasso and its surroundings.~ per month reproductive perfomance 

and liveweight gain of fattening animals was recorded. 'lbe producera pve 

information about quantity, origin and prit:es of feeds, labour requirt!llellts 

for feed procurement and husbandry, vol'-- of sales and household ~ion. 

A survey on meat consumption on the corunaer market in Bobo by 80 l"8lldr:. 

interviews was carried out. 

Results 

Unit size, housing facilities and feeding practice of the 41 units varied 

considerably. 'lhe basic diet of rabbi ts in the uni ta consista of bran and 

dried brewers' grains which are household- or kitchen wastes or can be 

cheaply bought. These feeds are complemented by collected green fodder 

during the rainy season and by haaegrown. or pUrchased 1~ hay during tbe 

dry season. Feedstuff prices paid by the producers can be seen in table 3. 

Table 3: Prices of Feedstuffs in Bobo per Kg Dry Matter (AF.All, 1986; Olfll 

survey) 

reedatuff Oriline !lean Priee Yariation 
P CPA/ kl .Dif r CU./ ,111 Dlf 

lfbeat lran induatrial 25 
llillet lran priva te 12 10 - 15 

llaize lran priva te 12 10 - 15 
llaize atora1e 80 10 - lOO 
llillet atora1a 70 50 - 80 
Cottonsaad Cake industrial 32 30 - 35 
Croundout Cake iodustrial 55 
Brewera' crains induatrial 1000 1 • S - 10 
Brewera' Grains priva te 10 5 - u 
Soja priva te 100 
Oystar Sball privat 55 
coaaarcial Babbitraad industrial 75 75 - 85 

Croundout Bay priva te lOO se - 150 
lracbiaria Hay 21 n - 30 
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'1he ~ intervie... (Jil tbe ~ market save 811 .idea ot tbe ~toa 

power of 'the average Bobo family' , Housewifes bad 811 &WII'8fl8 of 326 F C,A 

per day to buy meat for a family consisting of en average of 11 ·"eni (96 

anawera) , 'Ibey prefer to buy · beef or dried fiah which are tbe c:heapeat 

aourcea of ..u.-1. protein. 'lbe IIOSt favoured --.t (in texwa of 

taste-preference) however is poultcy and. IUtton, S<Betilles fresh fi.ah. P8ople 

who had already taated rabbit --.t in tbe past, ~ ita taste with 

chicken. 'lbey were ready to speid about 1000 to 1500 F CFA for an ..u.-1. of 2 

kg liveweigt. '1bose wbo bad never tried rabbit meat considered it a8 1UXU1'7 

meat because of the knawn high price level as already obaerved by l.DUUJJ 
1986 /. 'lbey could not appreciate tbe taste and. waul.d not spend .,re ~ 760 

F CFA per am-1, about tbe price of a "lievre sauvage" (Wi.ld hare). 

Of 2223 rabbits produced in Bobo by tbe 41 1Dli.ts between navaber 1986 and. 

january 1987 1678 ( 75") were sold, 422 (19X) were used for f.-ily CCliJBUipÜ(Jil 

and 133 (&X) were used as gifts. Of tbe rabbits sold 52 "were sold via tbe 

project and 23 " directly to tbe neighbourbood or on tbe local Mrket. 

Hissing data of emergency sl.aughter or salvaged animals which had gone intO 

CODSliiJPtion may cause 811 under-est:imati(Jil of tbe rate of fa.ily CClniQIIPtlon. 

In JDOSt cases rabbi ts were sold to satisfy financia! needs of tbe fa.i.lies 

(school fees, mediC811111!1D.ts 1 clothing etc.) or to buy rabbit feed. During t..be 
survey period the tendency of· producers to sell rabbits to the project se$ed 

to decline whereas family consumpti(Jil inc:i-eased wi th tbe narrowing .u-keting 

possibili ty. 

As marketing bec8lle more difficul:t during tbe survey period of tbe 41 rabbit 

producers 10 save up and. 9 experienced a :regression in the m.lllber of 

an:illal.s and restricted tbeir feed purchase, · 

Diacuasion 

Most of the CCIIIIIercial rabbit feed and. roughage is bought in -.11 quantities 
. . 

due to a constant lack of caah. AccordinS to the AFAB about 80 Percen.t of 

oaiPO'D'd feeds (poultcy mash, pelleta for 8111!1.11 xuainan:ta, cattle, pork and 

rabbits) are sold in rations ata weight of less than 10 Kg. F'rec¡ueftt travela 

for feed procurement may result in rising transport coets per q dry -tter 

or uni t of nutrient. 
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In 'Bobo the JIOSt cash-demanding factors in rabbi t feeding are ~rcial 

rabbit feed and roughage. ec-rcial rabbit feed can be substituted largely 

by brans and brewers • grains which are· cheaply available in sufficient 

quantities. Rougbage can either be ex:pensively lx:Jught-by or a lot of work has 

to be invested for its supply (figure 2), '!be n~r of rabbits kept is 

limited by the labour capacity of family llillberi3 for fodder collection and 

the available quanti ti es of crop-résidues and ki tchen wastea. Fazwers in Bobo 

cultivate about 0.64 ha of groundnuts /aiA'l'BLIN, 1985/ which provides thela 

wi th esti!llated 500 kg dry matter of gl"'O..Uldmt hay ( 5000 rabbi t feed days) • 

1his quantity is sufficient to feed 21 to 24 ani.a.l.s duri.ng the 7 to 8 IJIOilth 

of• the dry period. About 50 " of 95 rabbit units observed in Bobo and its 

surroundings in noveaber 1987 did not exceed 25 animals /.AJJ!UIRU( et al, 

1987/, 'Ibis leads to the conclusion that about 25 ani.a.l.s ( ca. 5 doea) are a 

reasonable size of uni t under the existi.ng production condi tions. 

People who had never tried rabbi t meat were ready to spend a price similar to 

the price for. chicken which varies between 650 and 1500 F CFA dependi.ng on 

liveweight (2 to less than 1kg) and month (rise before religious holidays). 

For the 'average' consUIIIer whether he had tasted rabbit meat or not, rabbit 

~~eat is (at t.he present price leve!) a meat for special occasions or feasts. 

'lbe Slll8.1.1 daily budget for ~t purchase is not sufficient to huy rabbits, 

since they are sold as entire ani!llals and not as carcasa cuts. 'lbe project 

aiAs 1lo popularize rabbi t ~t by selli.ng rabbi t meat prepa.red in a custaoary 

way on sandwiches. 'ftle demand for sandwiches is high, apparently because 

-.1.1 quanti ti es are sold and the uni t price is low, 1his would lead to the 

conolusion that the main limi ti.ng factor for increasing local rabbi t meat 

~ion is t.he present price leve!. If rabbi t meat is to reach the target 

ft'OUP of the project, which is the local african cons\.lller, at long-term i t 

should be offered at the price leve! of local poultry meat. 

Tradi tionally in West African agricul tural societies the social, cultural and 

savings function of li vestock was 1110re important than the income function, 

although smallstock were alteys considered as a ready source of cash. At 

present rising financia! liabili ties tend to increase the off-take rate for 

sales: 53 " of observed cattle in the north of Ivory Coast was destined for 

sale, 34 " for social purposes, 8 " for family consUIIIPtion (IIOSt of which 

were emergency slaughter) and 5 " were used for traction on the producer' s 
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farm/saiLEial, 1985/ ¡sailm:m et al. , 1987/. 'lhe proportion of abeep 

sold,used for social camrl.tments am CCliiSWIBd by the famb .... 78;-16 

am 6 " respectively/BASSEifi'l'Z, 1983/. 

'lhe proportion of these sales of cattle am aheep are similar . to thoae 

recorded for rabbits in the presen.t study. In contrast, lesa rabbits are uaed 

for social p.lrpoaeB am JDOre for falaily COilSl.IIPtion compared wi th cattle am 
sheep. 'lhe reason is certainl.y tbat the small carcasa makes oóe rabbit a 

suitable family m8al., but on the other hand a rabbi t has leas · social 

significance. 

In order to obtain a Jlli.niDI.ml productfvity of rabbits a ..UU.. of inveiltilea.t 

in housing , equipoent and JIIBilpower ia neceaaary. 'Ibis is not true to · tbe 

same extent for other small stock in african vil.lage cooditions. Invea~ta 

in housing or management techniques must be guided by COIIIIlercial · interest of 

tbe producer, independen.t of the number of rabbi ts kept. During periods of 

high product prices, keeping rabbits may be rewarding even wi th poor manag-

ent. When. product prices decline poorly msnaged uni. ts tend to be abandcnned 

because rabbits are not valued to the Baile extent as otber liWIBtock for 

cauplying wi th social obligations, 

Rabbits fulfill a savings fwtction: JD011eY invested in aniaBl.s cannot be 

claimed by family members /FRITSOI, 1975/. However it can be converted into 

cash. Ruminants are sold to .satisfy actual cash needs as they arise and not 

when the animals are fat or when prices are high /san.EICll et al •• 

1987/.Rabbi i producers of the aurvey did not behave in this IIIIBlU'ler. .Apperen.t

ly they had a defi.ned expectation of the sales price, Wben this price could 

not be obtained sales declined except for thoae producers who were able to 

sell directly to their own. clients. 'lhe reduced cash ... flow could not cover 

current expendi tures any more and therefore saae producers reduced their 

stock number or feed purchases; others gave up ccapletely. 'lbolle producen 

who had stored feeds or had access to cheap feeds maintained their stock 

mmaber. 

Successful urban rabbit production dependa on a constant feed supply. 'Ibis 

implies· stocking of feeds to avoid purchase at excesaive prices during perlo

da of scarcity. Further extension work is needed to underline tbe illportance 

of well established feeding schedules, cheap feed BlJilPly, cheap housing and 

good Mnagement which enable producers to produce econaaicall7 even at lONer 

product prices. 
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