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 ABSTRACT 

One of the challenges in developing successful meat rabbit projects for people living in poverty 

(representing about half of the human population) is the reality that many factors must be 

considered. Across countries and cultures, some factors are very critical (e.g., suitable breeds, 

feedstuffs, housing, marketing, and training methods); however, in others the choices or decisions 

may be very different. The implication is that there are very few, if any, general 

recommendations that are appropriate for all situations. The impetus for developing the Small-

Scale Rabbit Production Model (SSRPM) was to serve primarily as a tool for project managers to 

address key issues, especially when planning and implementing projects. In brief, for the sake of 

simplicity the model is divided into three dimensions: internal, intermediate, and external aspects, 

which relate to farmers, project managers, and the environment, respectively. At the internal 

level, farmers make decisions with regards to appropriate choice of breed-types, feedstuffs for 

diets, materials for housing, etc. In contrast, at the intermediate level, managers (i.e., usually 

representing a development organization) embrace the project components of feasibility, design, 

implementation, monitoring, and evaluation, all of which guide or direct the project. This 

includes the clear establishment of a project goal with specific objectives. The external level of 

the environment encompasses ecological, market, social aspects.  

 

In other words, to be successful the rabbit project must benefit the environment, increase farmer’s 

income, and be supported at every stage by the local community. Of course, much flexibility 

should exist when applying the SSRPM.  However, there are certain basic essentials such as 

farmers receiving training by a competent expert (ideally on demonstration farms), frequent on-
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farm visits following training, rabbit production being sustained on small farms with minimal off-

farm inputs, regular family consumption of rabbit meat, maintenance of records, and active 

markets for surplus rabbits. Another key aspect is the training and development of local farmer 

leaders who will ultimately continue the project after phase-out, and that the project has a 

multiplication effect by spreading to other communities in time.  
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-,!),+03"!")!**+,"7)(9/.,"+-"9>-,+:+/4@""

b/O,<",2/"7)(9/.,"+-"4/-+30/4"(0"7!7/)<")/:/))/4",("!-",2/"7)(9/.,"*6>/C7)+0,@"S"1)+,,/0"76!0"

:()"8!0;"8!9()" !.,+5+,+/-" +-" 4)!:,/4<" :()" /O!876/<" ,)!+0+03<" -,(.=" 4+-,)+*>,+(0<" 7)(4>.,+(0<"

8!)=/,+03<" !04" :!)8/)" 6/!4/)"4/5/6(78/0," !-"1/66" !-" !"*>43/," !04"!0" !.,+5+,;" ,+8/,!*6/@"

I2+-"4/,!+6/4"76!0"-2(>64"*/":6/O+*6/"-(",2!,"0/./--!);".2!03/-".!0"6!,/)"*/"8!4/@"R0./",2/"

7)(9/.," +-" 4/-+30/4" (0" 7!7/)" !04" 6!,/)" !77)(5/4" :()" :>04+03" ,2)(>32" !" 3)!0,<" +," .!0" */"

+876/8/0,/4@" I;7+.!66;<" ,2/" :+)-," !.,+5+,;" +-" :()" ,2/" .(88>0+,;" ,(" 4/.+4/" 12+.2" :!)8/)-"

-2(>64":+)-,"*/",)!+0/4@"F!0;"*((=-"!04"1/*-+,/")/-(>)./-"!)/"!5!+6!*6/",2!,"7)(5+4/">-/:>6"

+0:()8!,+(0"(0"!77)(7)+!,/"6+8+,/4")/-(>)./<":!)8/)C:(.>-/4",)!+0+03"8/,2(4-"G'+0V+<"$KKKc"

Q9!3("/,"!6@<"$KK^c"J>=/:!2)<"$K#KH@"

'(66(1+03" ,)!+0+03<" :!)8/)-" /-,!*6+-2" !" >0+," :()" ,2/+)" )!**+," /0,/)7)+-/@" R0./" !77)(5/4<"

-,(.=" +-" 7)(5+4/4" !04" 6!,/)" 7)(4>.,+(0" /0->/-@" A/)/" ,2/" 0/O," 72!-/" +-" .)+,+.!6" 12+.2" +-"

7)(9/.," 8(0+,()+03@" N6(-/" !04" )/3>6!)" ->7/)5+-+(0" (:" :!)8/)-" +-" 0(" 4(>*," 7!)!8(>0," ,("

7)(9/.,"->../--@"b//46/--",("-!;<"1/66"/O7/)+/0./4"-,!::"-2(>64"*/" +05(65/4"+0",2+-"!.,+5+,;@"

GP:" " dO,/0-+(0" !3/0,-" !)/" +05(65/4" ,2/;" -2(>64" :+)-," */" 7)(7/)6;" ,)!+0/4" !04" 2!5/" !.,>!6"

)!**+," )!+-+03" /O7/)+/0./@H" d!)6;" 7)(*6/8-" 8>-," */" ?>+.=6;" +4/0,+:+/4" !04" -(65/4" */:()/"

,2/;"*/.(8/"8!9()"7)(*6/8-",2!,".(>64" 6/!4" ,("7)(9/.," :!+6>)/@"S6-(<" :!)8/)-"-2(>64"=//7"
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YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

*"

3((4" )/.()4-" -(" ,2!," 6!,/)" ,2/" 0>,)+,+(0!6" !04" /.(0(8+." +87!.," .!0" */" !..>)!,/6;"

4/,/)8+0/4"*;",2/"4/5/6(78/0,"()3!0+V!,+(0"+0",2/+)"/5!6>!,+(0")/7(),@"

e7(0" :()8!6" ,/)8+0!,+(0" (:" ,2/" 7)(9/.," 12/0" :>04+03" /04-<" 7)(3)!88/" -,!::" -2(>64"

7/):()8" !" 7)(9/.," /5!6>!,+(0" )/7(),@" I2+-" )/7()," 8!=/-" !" .)+,+.!6" 4/,/)8+0!,+(0" !-" ,("

12/,2/)" ()" 0(," ,2/" 7)(9/.," 3(!6" 1!-" )/!6+V/4c" :()" /O!876/<" :()" #KK" :!8+6+/-" ,(" .(0->8/"

)!**+,"8/!,"(0"!"1//=6;"*!-+-"!04"+0.)/!-/",2/+)"+0.(8/"*;"UKf"*;",2/"/04"(:",1(";/!)-@"P0"

!44+,+(0<"12!,"6/--(0-"1/)/"6/!)0/4"+0",/)8-"(:"12!,"1()=/4"1/66"!04"12!,"4+4"0(,"1()="

1/66"-(",2!,":>,>)/"7)(9/.,-".!0"*/"4/-+30/4",("!.2+/5/"/5/0"3)/!,/)"+87!.,@"P0"-(8/"6/--/)"

4/5/6(7/4" .(>0,)+/-<" )/-/!).2" !04" 4/5/6(78/0," ./0,)/-" 2!5/" *//0" /-,!*6+-2/4" *;"

3(5/)08/0,-"12/)/"-,!::"7/):()8",2/")(6/"(:",)!+0+03":!)8/)-<"7)(5+4+03"*)//4+03"-,(.="!04"

,/.20+.!6" ->77(),<" /,.@" GR-/0+" !04" J>=/:!2)<" $K#&Hc" 2(1/5/)<" ,2/" 2+-,()+." )/.()4" (:" ->.2"

./0,)/-" +0" 3/0/)!6" +-" ,2!," 1/)/" +0+,+!66;" ->../--:>6" *>," 1/)/" -2(),C6+5/4@" I;7+.!66;<"

3(5/)08/0,-"6!,/)".6(-/",2/"./0,)/-"4>/",("!"*>43/,".)+-+-@"

!

;<$-%#01!1-9-1!&:!$,-!..356!

I2/"/O,/)0!6"4+8/0-+(0"+-"!0!6(3(>-",(",2/")>**/)",+)/"(:"!"12//6@"I2+-"+-"12/)/",2/"\)>**/)"

8//,-" ,2/" )(!4]" +0" ,/)8-" (:" 7)(9/.," ->77(),@" " P0" *)+/:<" ,2/" 7)(9/.,"8>-," */" ->77(),/4" *;"

0!,>)!6" !04" )/0/1!*6/" )/-(>)./-" +0" ,2/" /05+)(08/0,@" P," 8>-," !6-(" */" ->77(),/4" *;" ,2/"

.(88>0+,;" -(" ,2!," +," 1+66" 6!,/)" /O7!04" !04" */0/:+," 8()/" :!8+6+/-@" S04" ,2/" 7)(9/.," 8>-,"

8(0/,!)+6;" )/1!)4" :!)8/)-" :()" ,2/+)" /::(),-" ,2)(>32" -,)(03"8!)=/,-@" P:" ,2+-" /O,/)0!6" 6/5/6"

*/!)-" !0;" 1/!=0/--/-" G6+=/" !" ,2+0" ,)/!4" (:" !" ,+)/H<" ,2/" 7)(9/.," 1+66" 6+=/6;" /5/0,>!66;" :!+6@"

S3!+0<",2/"+0+,+!6":/!-+*+6+,;"-,>4;"-2(>64"2!5/"!6-(".6(-/6;"/O!8+0/4",2/"?>!6+,;"()"8/)+,"(:"

,2/-/"/O,/)0!6":!.,()-@"

P0"8()/"4/,!+6<",2/"/05+)(08/0,"+-"!"8!9()".(0-+4/)!,+(0":()":!)8/)-",("8!+0,!+0"6(1"://4"

.(-,-@" R:" .(>)-/<" ,2+-" 7(,/0,+!6" +-" 8>.2" 2+32/)" +0" !" 6>-2" ,)(7+.!6" !"@" !0" !)+4" 4/-/),"

/05+)(08/0,@" P," +-" :(),>+,(>-" ,2!," 8(-," 4/5/6(7+03" .(>0,)+/-" /O+-," +0" ,2/" G->*H,)(7+.!6"

)/3+(0-"(:",2/"1()64@"P0"!44+,+(0<":>0.,+(0!6"+0,/3)!,+(0"+-"!"=/;"!77)(!.2",(",2/")/.;.6+03"(:"
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#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K#K

!+"

0>,)+/0,-" !8(03" 5!)+(>-" !3)+.>6,>)!6" /0,/)7)+-/-" (0" ,2/" :!)8" +0" !" .(0-.+/0,+(>-" /::()," ,("

7)(,/.,",2/"/05+)(08/0,@"S"=/;"7(+0,"+-",2!,"->*-+-,/0./":!)8/)-"-2(>64"0(,"*/"4/7/04/0,"

(0"/O7/0-+5/".(88/).+!6"://4-@"

B>../--:>6" 7)(9/.,-" !)/" .(88>0+,;C*!-/4" ()" 7/(76/C./0,/)/4<" !..()4+03" ,(" S!=/)" G$KK^H@"

A/0./<" -(.+!6" ->77(),"*;" ,2/" 6(.!6" .(88>0+,;" +-" .)+,+.!6@"S-" -,!,/4"7)/5+(>-6;<" ,2/"7)(9/.,"

-2(>64" */" .(88>0+,;" (10/4" +0" ,2/" -/0-/" ,2!," ,2/" 7/(76/" ://6" :>66;" )/-7(0-+*6/" :()" ,2/"

7)(3)/--"G()"6!.=",2/)/(:H"!04"!0,+.+7!,/4"+87!.,"()"->../--"(:",2/"7)(9/.,@"P:",2+-"+-"0(,",2/"

.!-/<",2/0"12/0"!"7)(*6/8"(..>)-"+,"+-"6+=/6;",2!,",2/".(88>0+,;"1+66"?>+.=6;"!*!04(0",2/"

7)(9/.,@"R:".(>)-/<",2/"4/5/6(78/0,"()3!0+V!,+(0"-2(>64"1()=".6(-/6;"1+,2",2/".(88>0+,;"

G>->!66;",2)(>32"-7/.+!6"!04")/3>6!)"8//,+03-H"!,"/5/);"7)(9/.,"-,!3/@"d5/0,>!66;"!:,/)",2/"

:()8!6" 7)(9/.," +-" ,/)8+0!,/4<" !" 7)(9/.," 6/!4/)" G+@/@<" !" ->../--:>6" )!**+," :!)8/)H" 12(" 1!-"

3)((8/4"*;"7)(3)!88/"-,!::"-2(>64"/8/)3/"12("1+66" :>),2/)"8>6,+76;" ,2/"7)(9/.,"!-" +," +-"

+0,)(4>./4",("8()/":!)8/)-"*(,2"1+,2+0"!04"*/;(04",2/".(88>0+,;"GJ>=/:!2)<"$K#KH@"

"

P0",/)8-"(:"/.(0(8+."->77(),<":!)8/)-"1+66"0(,"*/"+0,/)/-,/4"+0"!")!**+,"7)(9/.,"+:",2/)/"+-"0("

/.(0(8+."+0./0,+5/@"dO!876/-"(:"/.(0(8+."->77(),"!)/"!-":(66(1-@"'+)-,<"+,"+-"7!)!8(>0,",2!,"

,2/" 7)(3)!88/" ,!=/-" 0/./--!);" -,/7-" ,(" /O7!04" 8!)=/,-" *;" .)/!,+03" -,)(03" 8!)=/,"

4/8!04@"P0"-(8/".(>0,)+/-<"/5/0"3(5/)08/0,-"2!5/"-/0-+,+-/4",2/"3/0/)!6"7(7>6!./"(0",2/"

2/!6,2"!,,)+*>,/-"!04"7)(:+,C7(,/0,+!6"(:" )!**+,"8/!,"7)(4>.,+(0"!-" )/7(),/4"*;"R-/0+"!04"

J>=/:!2)" G$K#&H@" P0"A!+,+<" ,)/8/04(>-" /::(),-" 2!5/" *//0" ,!=/0" ,(" *(,2" .)/!,/" !1!)/0/--"

!04" +0.)/!-/" 4/8!04" :()" )!**+," *)//4+03" -,(.=" !04" 8/!," 12+.2" 2!-" *//0" ->../--:>6"

GJ>=/:!2)" /," !6@<" $K#$H@" I2/" >-/" (:" ->)5/;-" 2!-" !6-(" *//0" 1+4/6;" >-/4" +0" F/O+.(" G:()"

/O!876/<"R6+5!)/-"/,"!6@<"$KK&c"D+5/)!"/,"!6@<"$KK&H@"S0"(*5+(>-"7(+0," +-" ,2!," +," +-"4/-+)!*6/"

,2!,"8!)=/,-"*/"3)!4>!66;"/O7!04/4",("=//7"7!./"1+,2",2/"+0.)/!-+03"->776;@"J+=/1+-/<"+,"+-"

0(,"4/-+)!*6/"+:",2/"8!)=/,"*/.(8/-":6((4/4"1+,2")!**+,-",2!,"/O.//4"8!)=/,"4/8!04@"S"6!-,"

7(+0,"+-",2!,",2/"7)+./"(:")!**+,"8/!,"-2(>64"*/".(87/,+,+5/"1+,2"(,2/)"8/!,-"->.2"!-"*)(+6/)"

.2+.=/0-"!04"4>.=-",("!,,)!.,"0/1".(0->8/)-@"
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####################################################################################################################

!!"

!

=&#)1(>*&#>!

I2/"+87/,>-":()"4/5/6(7+03",2/"B8!66CB.!6/"D!**+,"E)(4>.,+(0"F(4/6"GBBDEFH"1!-",("-/)5/"

7)+8!)+6;" !-" !" ,((6" ()" 3>+4/" :()" 7)(9/.,"8!0!3/)-" ,(" !44)/--" =/;" +-->/-<" /-7/.+!66;"12/0"

76!00+03"!04"+876/8/0,+03"7)(9/.,-@"R:".(>)-/<"8>.2":6/O+*+6+,;"-2(>64"/O+-,"12/0"!776;+03"

,2/"BBDEF"*/.!>-/"/5/);"7)(9/.,")/7)/-/0,-"!">0+?>/"6(.!6"-+,>!,+(0@""

!

3-:-%-#)->!

S!=/)<"g@"$KK^@"A/+:/)"F(4/6@"N()0/)-,(0/-"h!6>/C*!-/4"Q/5/6(78/0,@"#$%&$'()*+$'*,+%-*,.(

/01.%"2$'"3(4%++.$(5-673(853(9:;:8:(

[>0.2"D@"#YL$@"I1("d!)-"(:"N()0@"<-'.=(>$%?21-'"(/01.%"2$'"3(@7.,2-A,(B%+C3(@D3(9:;:8:(

Q9!3("i@S@<"j7(4/=(0"F@<"J/*!-"'@"$KK^@"J/"Z>+4/"7)!,+?>/"4/"ka6/5/>)"4/"6!7+0-"/0"S:)+?>/"

4/"kR>/-,"GE)!.,+.!6"8!0>!6":()")!**+,"*)//4+03"+0"M/-,"S:)+.!H@"G$04"d4+,+(0H@"S5!+6!*6/"!,T"

2,,7T__111@.>0+.>6,>)/@+0:(_Q(.-_d6/5!3/_I)(7+.CK#@2,8@"S../--/4T"g>6;"$&<"$K#&@""

'+0V+"S@"$KKK@"P0,/3)!,/4"[!.=;!)4"B;-,/8-@"'SR"E>*6+.!,+(0-"Q+5+-+(0@"S5!+6!*6/"!,T"

2,,7T__111@:!(@()3_!3_SZS+0:(_,2/8/-_4(.>8/0,-_+*;-@"S../--/4T"g>6;"$&<"$K#&@"

Z(8/V"Z@Z@"$KKL@"F/!,"7)(4>.,+(0"(:")!**+,T"!0"!6,/)0!,+5/":()",2/"-/8+4/-/),"`>/)/,!0("

!04"7/(76/"+0"/O,)/8/"7(5/),;@")*E(/'-6:(F+2(<-'.=(5,11%+(B-*?'$""3(G$'-*,3()+,.C<"#U%YC

#U&%@

J>=/:!2)"B@Q@"$KK&@"B>-,!+0!*6/"!04"!6,/)0!,+5/"-;-,/8-"(:")!**+,"7)(4>.,+(0@")*E(/'-6:(H+2(

<-'.=(5,11%+(B-*?'$""3(/0$1.,3(I$J%6-<"#&U$C#&X&@"

J>=/:!2)"B@Q@"$KK^@"B,)!,/3+/-":()",2/"4/5/6(78/0,"(:"-8!66C"!04"8/4+>8C-.!6/")!**+,"

:!)8+03"+0"B(>,2Cd!-,"S-+!@"4%!$"+-67(5$"$,'62(&-'(50',.(K$!$.-LA$*+:(G-.0A$(MF3(8'+%6.$(

NMOH:(2,,7T__111@6))4@()3_6))4#Y_Y_6>=/#Y#%L@2,8@"S../--/4T"g>6;"L<"$K#&@"J>=/:!2)"B@Q@"

$K#K@"Q/5/6(7+03"B>-,!+0!*6/"D!**+,"E)(9/.,-@"G$04"d4+,+(0H@"#$%&$'()*+$'*,+%-*,.(/01.%"2$'"3(

4%++.$(5-673(853(9:;:8:""
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#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$#$

!#"

J>=/:!2)<"B@Q@<"Z(648!0"F@"#YLU@"S",/.20+.!6"!--/--8/0,"(:"7)(4>.,+(0"!04"/.(0(8+."

!-7/.,-"(:"-8!66C-.!6/")!**+,":!)8+03"+0"N!8/)((0@"P:(8LL.:(5,11%+(5$"@"LT#$XC#%U@"

J>=/:!2)"B@Q@<"j!76!0CE!-,/)0!="F@<"g!-8+0"[@<"R6+5+/)"F@<"F.b+,,"g@P@"$K#$@"E)/-/0,"-,!,>-"(:"

,2/"MDBSC->77(),/4")!**+,"4/5/6(78/0,"7)(9/.,"+0"A!+,+@")*E(/'-6:(MQ+2(<-'.=(5,11%+(

B-*?'$""3(;2,'A(R.S;2$%723(R?CL+<"L%%CL%^@"

R6+5!)/-"D@<"B()+!0("D@<"Jl7/V"F@<"D+5/)!"g@<"J(-!4!"A@"$KK&@"N(0->87,+(0"7!,,/)0-"(:")!**+,"

8/!,"+0",2/"8/,)(7(6+,!0"!)/!"(:"F/O+.("N+,;@")*E(/'-6:(H+2(<-'.=(5,11%+(B-*?'$"":(/0$1.,3(

I$J%6-3(##U$C##UX@"

R-/0+"B@R@<"J>=/:!2)<"BQ@"$K#&@"D!**+,"7)(4>.,+(0"+0"6(1C+07>,"-;-,/8-"+0"S:)+.!T"-+,>!,+(0<"

=0(16/43/"!04"7/)-7/.,+5/-"m"!")/5+/1@"<.=:(5,11%+(;6%:"$$T#&^C#XK@"

D!2!)9("i@N@"$K#K@"F+.)("!04"-8!66"-.!6/")!**+,":!)8+03"*!-/4"(0":!)8/)-".((7/)!,+(0"!-"!"

8/!0",("*>+64")>)!6"/0,/)7)+-/@")*E(/'-6:()*+$'*:(;$A%*,'S<-'7"2-L(-*(+2$(9+%.%T,+%-*(-&(

>,+%!$(8*%A,."(%*(U0%.=%*?(50',.(R*+$'L'%"$"(%*(<,'A(B.%A,+$"(V-*$"3(>0$!,(R6%W,3(

/2%.%LL%*$"3"#YC%%@"

D+5/)!"g@<"Jl7/V"F@<"J(-!4!"A@<"B()+!0("D@<"J@"S)+!-<"N(),a-"g@"$KK&@"[!.=;!)4")!**+,"

7)(4>.,+(0"!-"!"->-,!+0!*6/"-;-,/8"+0",2/">)*!0"!04"7/)+C>)*!0"!)/!"(:"n(.2+8+6.(")/3+(0@"

)*E(/'-6:(H+2(<-'.=(5,11%+(B-*?'$"":(/0$1.,3(I$J%6-3(#&LLC#&Y&@"

"

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


